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however, they are followed by an extraordinarily interest-
ing set of constitutions called Certain synodal constitutions in
the reign of Henry III (place and date unknown) which
definitely quote whole decrees of the Lateran Council in
extenso one after another or allude familiarly to decrees by
their opening words. This manuscript was used by Wilkins,1
who dated both sets of constitutions 1237. An examination
of the manuscript shows that it is a collection of miscella-
neous documents, the first of which contains the Annals of
Burton, belonging therefore to the diocese of Coventry,
and the second is a copy of the Council of Oxford, while
the last document is an Indiculus of the abbots of Burton.
It seems probable, therefore, that this was a Burton manu-
script and consequently that these synodal constitutions
belonged to the diocese of Coventry. The Lateran Decrees
form so prominent a part that we may conjecture that the
constitutions were published not long after the holding
of the Council. Is it permissible to suggest that these
unknown statutes were published by William of Cornhill
(d. 1223), Alexander's predecessor who was present at the
Lateran Council ? Or that William brought back with
him a copy of the decrees which Alexander issued in
a synod at the beginning of his pontificate or kept by his
side for purposes of reference ?
Another interesting point is connected with the consti-
tutions of the bishops of Worcester. Sets were issued by
M. William of Blois in 1219 aand 12293 and by M. Walter
Cantilupe in 124<x4 No Bishop of Worcester is mentioned
-among the English bishops at the Lateran Council, and
yet as early as 1219 a Bishop of Worcester issued a set
of constitutions, possibly in obedience to the Council,
containing several of the Lateran Decrees. But if no con-
temporary bishop was present a future one was there, for
Sylvester of Evesham, who attended the Lateran Council
in his capacity as Prior of Worcester,5 was elected Bishop
of Worcester in the following year. He was bishop only
for two years, but again he may have brought back with
1  Concilia, i. 656 seq.
2  Ibid. i. 570.                         3 Ibid., p. 623.                      4 Ibid,, p,
5 Anglia Sacra, L 482 (Annals of Worcester).